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é f : he event of the month was 
undoubtedly the Windows Show, 
at Olympia in London. 18 months 

ago Windows was a cheap add-on of 

limited popularity. The fact that it now 
rates a show of its own is a mark of how 
fortunes have changed in the past year. 

The show itself was fairly small, but 
well stocked with big-name companies 
armed with Windows applications. Lotus 
was showing off its newly-purchased 
Ami word processor, while WordStar 
Corporation responded with the newly- 
acquired Legacy package. The Legacy 
buy-in was rumoured to have been a 
second-best deal for WordStar, after 
Lotus beat it to the Ami post; it was 
certainly a late entry, with no mention in 
the show catalogue and the confusion of 
seeing NBI selling Legacy off its own 
stand as an independent product. 

Elsewhere there were a surprising 
number of Windows database products, 
including a few with links to SQL 
(Structured Query Language) network 
servers, and less emphasis on graphics 
and design software than I’d expected. 
Borland was showing its object-oriented 
C++ compiler and also ObjectVision, an 
application development package which 
uses ‘visual programming techniques’ 
and offers links to both Paradox and 
dBASE database files. 

Training was very much to the fore; 
even British Airways popped up (in the 
guise of ‘Speedwing Technologies 
Training’), with courses on everything 
from dBASE to inter-personal skills. 
Windows is becoming the main platform 
for PC desktop publishing, and Aldus 
was there with PageMaker 4.0, its 75 
new features leap-frogging over Xerox’s 
Ventura for Windows but still leaving it 
open to competition from the 
forthcoming PC version of Quark’s 
Macintosh-based XPress . 

The show was good, and gave a 
strong impression of Windows as an 
environment for business computing, not 
just design and painting. For me though 
the real interest lay in Microsoft’s 
Windows Developers Conference. This 
was aimed at people who actually write 
Windows applications and, as such, was 
refreshingly free of sales hype. Instead, 
it briefed them on features they'd be able 
to build into their products over the next 
few years, the environments their 
programs would run under, and the tools 
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Microsoft would be providing for the 
development process. 

The buzz-word (or buzz-acronym) of 
the Conference was OLE (Object 
Linking and Embedding), pronounced in 
the same manner as one would while on 
holiday on the Costa del Sol. The basic 
idea is explained by the example of a 
word processor document which 
contains a graph produced by another 
program. You’re in your word processor 
when you decide you want to alter the 
graph. Instead of loading the other 
program, you stay in the word processor, 
double-click on the graph, and a window 
pops up with the graph program. Amend 
it, close the window, and the modified 
graph is right there in your document. 

Microsoft is particularly keen on 
OLE because it can achieve a simple 
version of it using the DDE (Dynamic 
Data Exchange) technology present in 
Windows. The next stage is a move 
towards true object orientation, with a 
graphics (or sound or video) ‘object’ 
knowing how to display and print itself, 
freeing the host application from 
accommodating other program formats. 

The final stage does away with the 
host application altogether, and goes on 
to the unfortunately-named SDI, or 
Single Document Interface. You load the 


‘The message is simple - 
OS/2 has a future, but 
with Windows fronting it, 
not Presentation 
Manager.’ 


document, not-an application program, 
and as you click on each object within it 
(text, graphics, video or whatever) it 
loads its own editing software. 

The biggest story to come out of the 
conference was the death of OS/2 
Presentation Manager (PM) as a 
mainstream Graphical User Interface 
(GUI). That may sound a bit strong, but 
it’s worth remembering that PM is but a 
graphical front-end to the OS/2 
operating system, just what Windows is 
to MS-DOS, and when Microsoft 
announces that it will produce a 32-bit 
80386-family version of Windows which 
will run directly on top of OS/2 v3, and 
which will contain features which were 
omitted from Windows 3 in order to 
avoid hitting OS/2 PM too hard, then it’s 
hard to draw any other conclusion. 
When Microsoft is then lukewarm about 
PM itself, saying only that ‘the version 
for OS/2 v2 will run with OS/2 v3’, it 
must be nails-in-coffins time. 

The root of all this is alleged to be 
Microsoft's falling-out with IBM over 
who was in charge of OS/2. The result is 
that OS/2 v1.3 and v2 will be developed 
by IBM (with Microsoft's help), while 
OS/2 v3 will be developed by Microsoft 
with help from IBM. Microsoft now 
seems to think that IBM is welcome to 
keep Presentation Manager, while it slips 
in Windows instead. The message is 
simple — OS/2 has a future as a multi- 
tasking, single-user operating system, 
but with Windows fronting it, not PM. 

It’s not such a bad message either, 
since the idea of the same interface 
running on everything from a PC/XT 
with MS-DOS to a multi-processor 486 
with OS/2 is rather attractive to both 
developers and users alike. It’s not quite 
so good though if you’re IBM ora 
dedicated IBM user. What with this and 
the industry’s refusal to jump wholesale 
on to the PS/2 Microchannel 
Architecture bandwaggon, Big Blue 
must often regret getting involved with 
such an awkward bunch as the PC 
market vendors. @ 
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no commitments 
™ no obligation to buy 
* no fuss replacement 
™ free call hotline 
™ free catalogue 


MEMBERSHIP £5.00 ONE YEAR ©): 
MEMBERSHIP £10.00 ONE YEAR + 
FREE GAMES COMPENDIUM 


IAL OFFERS 
ADLIB MUSIC CARD Wordstar 1512 


‘ s of W iest pr over fi Included w 
Most widely supported card From the makers of Wordstar the easiest program ever for your wordprocessing needs, Included with 


i Compatible with most software publishers this program is a spelling corrector and mailing list facility... And the best part is that we are able to 
+ Sierra / E.Arts / Micropose just a few of the many offer to all club members this Wordstar program at a never to be repeated price! 
+ Plays up to 11 instruments sounds at onetime INGEMIAMROR PE oct es £39.95) Members price «.........:c.ccsess0. £19.95 incl. VAT 
* Audio output through an external speaker / Stereo / 

Headphones Supercalc 3 
* Rotary volume control Will turn your PC into a powerful electronic spreadsheet with superb graphics, You can solve all types 
« Enormous range of Adlib associated software of financial, business or mathematical problems, and at the price we can offer it, you cannot go wrong! 
Members price £109.95 (rrp 169.95) | Normal RRP tooee Members pricesiic....sssjcchlsore £19.95 incl. VAT 
SOUNDBLASTER —, Javelin 

The ultimate sound board for your PC 7 ALL From Ashton Tate, the revolutionary software program, specifically for business analysis : 


* Includes midi interface (MPU compatible) PRICES pein a This ee goes far beyond the capabilities of other spreadsheets. Over 200 help screens: 
« Includes microphone jack with amplifier this at an incredible price. 

* Includes talking parrot software INCL. INORMALOR RE ieee ccsscseeses S229-85") Members price iiss £54.95 incl. VAT 
* Includes voxkit + intelligent organ software A var 


* Includes standard joystick port — > EDIXADISKS | HAN DYSCANNER 
* Stereo power amplifier with volume control 


* 12 voice C/MS stereo music synthesizer The Nol branded disk in W.Germany. Ex- GS-4500 Handyscanner 
* 11 voice FM music (Adlib compatible) : = aia 


eee 8 ¢ N°1 selling scanne 
+ Digitized voice input and output clusively imported. Vv : waiteets ane 
* Complete Adlib compatible Top Quality + unbeatable prices + lifetime ° Y*ty easy to handle 
Members price oesiesssrnesnessernaesssen £149.95 (mp 209.95) _ warranty = Edixa. : a a) rue width 

° ~ pi resolution 

JOYSTICK/INTERFACE Price per box of 10 * Includes Genius scanedit software 
The classic Quickshot 113 deluxe joystick ieee } cag nn 
+ two game ports interface. For all PC/XT/A7. SESJE DIsf/ D1 YR EN) (Paavo tec ae £4.99 * Includes complete OCR Software 
Complete only £24.99 Oud: DIS /PEIIO MOG so iii cv ccoccesdccs £11.99 * Ideal for DTP 


Joystick only £12.99 9.257) SLE GOUT cs. svcssessssacosiccccces £6.99 « Perfect for graphics and text 


Member price.........£125.00 (rrp 189.95) 
TOP PC GAMES 


4D Sports Boxing .. 17, % LHX Attack iia 
688 Attack Sub.. 
A10 Tank Killer. 
Back to Future 2 


DELIVERY CHARGES 


Software: 

UK £1.25 EEC £3.60 
C. Service hardware: 

UK £6.00 EEC £10.00 


Codename Iceman .. 
Cong of Camelot 


Normal delivery 1-7 working days. 


All prices and supplies subject to change without notification. 
Trading division of Nortek Computers Ltd. 
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Number One PC Club, 


Trafalgar House, Grenville Place, Mill Hill, NW7 3SA 
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F15 Strike Eagle 2. oe “ Secret of the Silver Blade. 
F19 Stealth Fighter a 5 Silent Service 2... 

Flight Simulator 4... xe 

Ferrari Formula 1 


Grand Slam Bridge (5.25" only) . 
Guns and Butter. 
Hard Drivin. 


Indianapolis 500 


It Came From the Desert B) i Wing Commander .. 
Kings Quest 5 (VGA version). ma ’ Wonderland 
Knights of Legend ae 
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Microprose Soccer .. 
PHM Pegasus .. 
Powerdrome.. 

Quest of Sport . 
Serve and Volley... 
Sidewinder. 
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Black Jack Academy 
Bop and Wrestle... 


Blue Angels ss 
Carrier Command 
Club Casino 
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Hitchhikers Guide . 
Powerdrome.... 
Sidewinder .. 


UMS Scenario disk . 
Scenario disk 2.. 

World Tour Golf. 
Willow... ad 
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